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ñWE PROVIDE SEWER MAINTENANCE SERVICES TO PROTECT 

THE PUBLIC AND THE ENVIRONMENT IN A HIGHLY EFFICIENT, 

EFFECTIVE, AND RESPONSIVE MANNER.ò 

SEWER BACKWATER VALVE              

PROTECTING YOUR HOME FROM 

SEWER BACKUPS 

No one will tell you that you need it 
until it happens ï the sewer backs 
up into your house and you are left 
with a mess to clean up.  That is 
generally when you find out about a 
ñbackwaterò valve. 
 
Do you need one? A sewer 

backwater valve. 
 
Sewers can back up because of 
blockages in the sewer lateral 
connecting your house to the sewer 
mainline or from an obstruction in 
the public sewer mainline.  A 
number of things can cause this 
blockage including deep rooted 
trees and bushes planted above or 
near the house sewer lateral, storm 
debris, and garbage improperly 

thrown into the sewer.  Often, 
blockages occur in areas where the 
terrain is hilly or where homes have 
plumbing fixtures below the sewer 
grade. 
 
You should verify that you have a 
backwater valve and make sure it 
is properly working.  It is typically 
required by County code and  when 
properly installed and maintained in 
the lateral sewer line, prevents 
sewage from traveling back up the 
sewer line and into your house. 
 
The backwater valve and the sewer 
lateral are not a part of the public 
sewer system.  They are your  
responsibility and they are 

(Continued on page 3) 

Who Should I Call? 
If you are not sure whether it is our line or yours that is causing the 
sewer backup, you can call our Help Line and we will check it out for 
you. 

1-800-675-HELP (4357) 

County of Los Angeles 
Department of Public Works 
Sewer Maintenance Division 
P.O. Box 1460 
Alhambra, CA 91802-1460 

For more information, learn about the Department of Public Works, or to report  
problems online, please visit our website at www.dpw.lacounty.gov . 

The sewer system in your community is operated and 
maintained by the County of Los Angeles Marina  Sewer 
Maintenance District (District) and is managed by the 
County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works 

Sewer Maintenance Division.  The District provides a wide range of services, 
which includes sewer manhole inspections, sewer line cleaning, sewer 
system repair, and responding to service calls relating to sewer overflows, 
odor problems, insect infestation, and other emergencies.  If you experience 
or observe any sewer-related problems simply call our emergency Hotline at 
1-800-675-HELP (4357), 24 hours a day 7 days a week. 

MARINA  
SEWER MAINTENANCE 
DISTRICT 

The following items were some of the 
major District wide accomplishments  
during the last fiscal year                    
(July 1, 2011, to June 30, 2012). 
 
¶ 37 miles of sewer lines cleaned 
 
¶ 423 manhole structures inspected 
 
¶ 2 responses to service requests 
 
¶ 119 pump station inspections 
 
¶ 20 major pump station repairs 
 
¶ 1 Overflows and/or floodouts 

 Sewer Lines 12 miles 

 Manhole Structures 207 

 Sewage Pump Stations 1 
 Sewage Flow to City of             
Los Angeles Facilities 1.25 mgd* 
 City of Los Angelesô Annual   
Sewage Disposal Charge $674,441 

*mgd = million gallons per day  

MARINA SEWER MAINTENANCE 
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